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Indian administration. The integrity of the new Commis-
sioners was indisputable, but their qualifications began and
ended with their honesty. Such a scheme was a desperate
remedy, for it was the scheme of men who were conscious
that no remedy which was not desperate could be effective.
Yet it is obvious that deliberate misgovernment was not
the only evil to which India was liable. To redress old
injustices and to shelter India against future injustice Fox
made careful and detailed provision, and many of his arrange-
ments were afterwards adopted in Pitt's legislation. But
what protection had India under his scheme against an
Improvident or a mistaken administration ? To place great
authority in a Governor-General was to run the risks of his
moral collapse, but to turn to account at the same time the
advantages of his special experience. What was wanted was
a scheme under which the knowledge that had been acquired
of Indian life and habits should be applied to the govern-
ment of India without the dangers of an irresponsible ad-
ministration. He would be a bold man who would argue
that there has been no waste of Indian resources under an
alien government that has been in many respects singularly
conscientious. The native optimism of bureaucracy, how-
ever honourable and public-spirited, is not a temper very
tolerant of those local customs and prejudices which make
up so much of the life-blood of every people. Both Burke
and Fox showed In their speeches that they realised how
Important It was to treat those customs and prejudices with
respect and patience, but It would probably be agreed
that Pitt's scheme, under which India was governed down
to 1858 by a dual system, establishing a new department
of government as a Board of Control over the Directors of
the Company, came nearer than Fox's scheme to fulfilling
the conditions of an Intelligent administration.
Fox's India BUI, in spite of the momentous political
catastrophe that \vas its climax, has been eclipsed by the
dramatic splendour of the second great blow the Whigs
struck for good government and Integrity In the East The